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The field stretches nearly as
far as the eye can see –full of
ripe, orange pumpkins, some
18-pounders – a place Jill Sti-
matze considers her autumn
oasis.

Not that most people would
think of 30 acres of future
jack-o’-lanterns as stress relief.

Stimatze stood in her field
thick with pumpkins near St.
John where she and four part-
time employees loaded the pro-
duce into bins on a trailer. She
called it her best crop ever, and
except for improbable hail-
storm this late in the season,
life couldn’t get much better.

“I never
dreamed we’d
be selling to
Walmart,” she
said, her largest
customer of the
past 10 years.

Nor did she
ever think she’d

have such a big garden – a
chore she admits she hated
while growing up on the fami-
ly farm near Macksville.

Now, however, she couldn’t
imagine anything else.

This is her full-time job, in
addition to helping her hus-
band, Mike Osborne, on the
farm, and serving as St. John’s
mayor. Along with the pump-
kins, the family plants 10 acres
of watermelons and 10 acres of
cantaloupe. Which, along with
the pumpkins, they sell to re-
gional Walmart stores and oth-
er customers, including five in
Wichita, one in Hutchinson
and one in Pratt.

“It took a lot of work to get
my foot in the door,” she said of
getting the big-box retailer as a
customer, but adds that, hon-
estly, she never expected her
business to blossom as big as it
has.

On this day, she and the crew
had 400 pumpkins to load onto
the truck, which in the morn-
ing she would drive to a Wichi-
ta store. Calls come regularly
during this time of year, with
Stimatze spending her days ei-
ther hauling pumpkins or
picking them.

All part of her stress relief,
she reiterated with a smile. It’s
easy to tell when a pumpkin is
ripe or when it’s rotten.

“I’m proud of what we raise
here in Kansas,” she said of
what she considers quality
produce – produce that goes
straight from her field to the
store’s display. “I get pretty an-
gry if I go to the grocery store
and it’s not top-quality on the
shelves.”

BY JOHN HANNA

AP Political Writer

EMPORIA – The Demo-
cratic nominee in Kansas’
1st Congressional District
described the Republican
front-runner Monday night

as “radical” and “extreme”
in his conservative views as
the two of them sparred over

health care and immigra-
tion.

GOP nominee Tim Huel-
skamp sought to counter De-
mocrat Alan Jilka’s
criticism by linking Jilka to
President Barack Obama
and fellow Democrats who
control Congress. Huel-
skamp’s toughest attacks
came on health care, after
Jilka said he would have vot-
ed for the new federal law

championed by Obama,
though Jilka also saw it as “a
work in progress.”

The two also disagreed
sharply on immigration dur-
ing the debate at Emporia
State University before an
audience of about 300 peo-
ple. Huelskamp accused Jil-
ka of supporting amnesty
for illegal immigrants, and
Jilka said the Republican
just doesn’t understand the

issue.
Huelskamp, a state sena-

tor from Fowler, is favored to
win the seat for the sprawl-
ing, rural and heavily GOP
1st District, which covers
western and central Kansas.
Jilka, a former Salina mayor,
is trying to appeal to Repub-
lican moderates uneasy
about Huelskamp’s record as
one of the Legislature’s most
conservative members.

Jilka suggested Huel-
skamp is ducking debates
and prefers formats that
don’t allow the Democrat to
rebut Huelskamp’s state-
ments or question him. The
only other joint appearance
planned before the general
election is Oct. 21 in Salina.

The Democrat noted that
Huelskamp didn’t vote for
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Jesse Samples, left, and Lou “Bob” Graves load pumpkins into bins on a trailer Monday afternoon in Jill
Stimatze’s pumpkin field southwest of St. John. These pumpkins had previously been cut, washed and lined
up to be loaded into bins on the trailer for delivery.

Jill Stimatze
arranges pump-
kins on a dis-
play outside of
Walmart on
Monday.
Stimatze raises
not only pump-
kins, but also
cantaloupe and
watermelons as
her main pro-
duce crops. 

BY JIM KUHNHENN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON – In one way at least,
the fight for control of  Congress is gross-
ly one-sided.

Just five weeks from midterm elec-
tions, groups allied with the Republican
Party and financed in part by corpora-
tions and millionaires have amassed a
crushing 6-1 advantage in television
spending, and now are dominating the
airwaves in closely contested districts
and states across the country.

The extra firepower on the conserva-
tive side comes as some key Democratic-
leaning organizations are experiencing
unexpected trouble raising money or
motivating supporters.

The advertising mismatch, reflected in
campaign docu-
ments obtained
by The Associat-
ed Press, is ham-
pering efforts by
President Barack

BY SAMANTHA BOMKAMP

AP Airlines Writer

NEW YORK – Southwest agreed to buy
AirTran in a $1.4 billion deal that will
combine two of  the country’s largest low-
fare airlines and give Southwest a bigger
slice of  the market in the Northeast and
in Atlanta, the busiest hub
in the nation.

The acquisition an-
nounced Monday moves
Southwest, which already
carries more passengers
than any other American
airline, into 37 new cities.

It gains a foothold in cities like New
York and Boston, where it has already
been expanding, and adds to its push to
expand internationally. Southwest gains
routes to Mexico and the Caribbean,
where remaining discount airline Jet-
Blue has a big presence.

Southwest has been targeting Atlanta,
where AirTran competes with Delta Air
Lines, because it is a hub for business

BY GARANCE BURKE

Associated Press Writer

VISALIA, Calif. – As the econ-
omy tanked during the past two
years, a debate has raged over
whether immigrants are taking

jobs that Americans want. Here,
amid the sweltering vineyards of
the largest farm state, the an-
swer is no.

Most Americans simply don’t
apply for jobs harvesting fruits
and vegetables in California,

where one of  every eight people
is out of  work, according to gov-
ernment data for a federal sea-
sonal farmworker program
analyzed by The Associated
Press. And the few unemployed
Americans who apply through

official channels usually don’t
stay on in the fields, a point co-
median Stephen Colbert –
dressed as a field hand – has al-
luded to in recent broadcasts on

Health care, immigration fuel debate
� Jilka calls rival ‘extreme,’
and Huelskamp counters
Democrat is name-calling.

In pumpkin paradise
� Gourd grower revels in
large Walmart orders, and
agritourism thrives in region.

Americans don’t want farmhand jobs, according to data
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travelers, who tend to pay
higher fares.

The buyout is the latest in
a wave of consolidation in
the airline industry. Conti-
nental Airlines and the par-
ent of United will combine
this week to topple Delta as
the world’s largest airline.
Delta got the title when it
bought Northwest in 2008.

For fliers, it could mean
higher airfares in cities
where competition is al-
ready fierce, such as
Boston, New York and Balti-
more. Fares probably won’t
leap dramatically anytime
soon, said fare expert
George Hobica, because Jet-
Blue Airways competes on
many of the routes where
AirTran and Southwest
overlap in the East.

But travelers also should
be prepared for fewer fare
sales when Southwest and
AirTran combine, Hobica
said. Locked in a constant
battle with Delta in Atlanta
and other discounters on
the East Coast, AirTran
puts fares on sale nearly
every week. The acquisition
by Southwest will take out a
competitor and make fare
sales less important for the
combined airline.

Passengers in smaller
cities like Moline, Ill., and
Wichita will have more op-
tions for flights and connec-
tions, which means more
opportunities to avoid de-
lays and cancellations.

In welcome news for trav-
elers, Southwest said it will
drop AirTran’s bag fees
when the pair combine in
2012. Right now, AirTran
charges $20 for the first
checked bag, $25 for the sec-

ond. Some major airlines
charge even more. South-
west claims it has lured pas-
sengers by refusing to
charge for bags, and has
built a marketing campaign
around the policy, with bag-
gage handlers shouting dec-
larations of love to suitcases
on the tarmac. Southwest
will remain the No. 4 airline
by traffic. AirTran is the na-
tion’s eighth-largest airline.

Last year, Southwest tried
unsuccessfully to buy Fron-
tier Airlines out of bank-
ruptcy. Republic Airways
Holdings won the auction for
Frontier last August, buying
it for about $109 million.

Southwest’s acquisition
of AirTran is expected to
close in the first half of
next year. It requires both
regulatory and shareholder
approval. Based on South-
west Airlines’ closing share
price Friday, the deal is
worth $7.69 per AirTran
share. That’s a 69 percent
premium over its closing
price of $4.55. AirTran
shares jumped 62 percent to
$7.36, while Southwest
shares rose $1.73 to $14.01.

Southwest will pay about
$670 million with available
cash. Southwest will assume
$2 billion in AirTran debt.

Southwest and AirTran

said the new airline will op-
erate from more than 100
airports and serve more

than 100 million customers.
In April, AirTran Hold-

ings Inc. CEO Robert For-
naro signaled his interest in
making a deal, saying the
airline would consider a
combination with another
carrier if approached and if
such a deal made sense for
the company and sharehold-
ers. But when asked who
might be a potential suitor
for AirTran, Fornaro said,
“I’m not sure that we’re nec-
essarily a natural fit to be

gobbled up by somebody else.”
AirTran would be South-

west’s largest acquisition.
The company, which began
with a few planes hopping
among three Texas cities in
the early 1970s, bought Mor-
ris Air and Muse Air in the
mid-1980s. In 2008, Southwest
bought assets of ATA Air-
lines out of bankruptcy,
which let Southwest serve
New York with ATA’s take-
off and landing slots at La-
Guardia Airport.

Agritourism
on the plains

Across Kansas, pumpkin
patches have become a rite
of fall – named agritourism
as farms offer hayrack
rides, corn mazes and
pumpkin patches to educate
about agriculture and to
generate added income to
the traditional farming op-
eration.

At Sunny Side Pumpkin
Patch just east of Linds-
borg, Grant Nurnberg and
his wife, Charisse, have 7
acres of pumpkins for the
picking, as well as 4-acre
and 3-acre Sudan grass
mazes.

There’s a horse-drawn
hayrack, pumpkin slingshot
and farm animals.

In fact, Nurnberg said,
they have 50 field trips
scheduled for the season
that ends Oct. 31.

In Reno County, Gaeddert
and Martisko Farms near
Buhler offers a corn maze,
pumpkin patch and fall fes-
tival-type atmosphere, said
Ruth Gaeddert. This year’s
maze features a butterfly
theme. Other activities in-
clude a concession, hay
jump, barrel ride and a corn
cannon.

The five acres of pump-
kins, along with the maze,
are the big attractions.

“We are hoping to get lots
of people out here,” she
said, noting the farm typi-
cally draws from a 60-mile
radius.

At Turon, Harvest Farm
and Pumpkin Patch offers
pumpkins and a day on the
farm. In Dighton, Joe and
Helen Hanks offer pump-
kins free for the picking on
their small acreage, which
is amid their apple orchard,
Helen Hanks said. Their an-
nual pumpkin festival is
from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday,
which brings out about 250
children from Lane, Scott
and Ness counties.

“Some even dress up
their little ones,” Hanks
said of the festival. Her hus-
band hauls out an old apple
press and demonstrates
how to make cider.

Nearing season’s end
On Monday, Stimatze un-

loaded a trailer of 400
pumpkins at Hutchinson’s
Walmart, helping to shape a
display at the store’s front
entrance.

When the numbers begin
to dwindle as customers
purchase the supply, the
store’s produce department
manager, Rachel Brian, said
she’d be ordering more from
Stimatze, her local supplier.

“I’d rather have local
pumpkins,” she said, noting
she thought customers ap-

preciated the fact the store
tries to supply some prod-
ucts locally.

That includes selling
some of Stimatze’s water-
melon and cantaloupe, she
said. “Her cantaloupe,
they’re fantastic, ginor-
mous,” Brian said.

She had called Stimatze
around 10 a.m. that day and
Stimatze arrived with the 10
bins of pumpkins shortly
before noon.

“Vendors like Jill, they go
the extra mile,” she said.

Delivering the pumpkins,
Stimatze notes, is the culmi-
nation of her hard work.
The pumpkin season starts
in May with Stimatze and
her crew of about a dozen
part-time workers sowing

pumpkin seeds into the soil
in her farm’s greenhouse.
After a week, the plants are
transplanted into a 30-acre
patch.

Pumpkins are then weed-
ed by hand throughout the
season. Drip irrigation
keeps the crop thriving,
even during this summer’s
100-degree heat.

Stimatze, however, has a
green thumb.

“I’d say this is my best
crop,” she said, adding she’d
have plenty of pumpkins
for customers.

“I would love to sell 1,000
bins of pumpkins this
year,” she said. “Maybe
30,000 pumpkins. Do I have
that many pumpkins? I’m
pretty sure I do.”
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RECENT US AIRLINE COMBINATIONS
Southwest Airlines has

agreed to acquire smaller
discount carrier AirTran
Holdings Inc. The an-
nouncement comes just
days before United Airlines
and Continental will close
a deal to become the
world’s largest airline.

In 1997, AirTran AirWays
was bought by ValuJet. The
AirTran brand replaced Val-
uJet.

Here is a recap of some
airline combinations of
note since then:

2001: American Airlines
purchases TWA.

2004: Air France buys
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines,
changes name to Air

France KLM.
2005: America West

buys US Airways, keeps
the US Airways name.

2008: Delta Air Lines
takes over Northwest Air-
lines. Delta becomes the
world’s biggest airline
when the deal is complet-
ed in 2009.

2009: Republic Airways
acquires Midwest Airlines
and Frontier Airlines. Oper-
ates as Frontier.

2010: United Airlines and
Continental Airlines plan to
combine as United Air-
lines. The new United will
overtake Delta as the
world’s No. 1 carrier.

– The Associated Press

PUMPKIN PATCHES
Harvest Farm and Pump-

kin Patch
Where: 1½ miles east of

Turon.
What it offers: Pump-

kins, pumpkin cannon,
hayrack ride, hayloft slide,
little farmer’s field and
more.

Hours: Monday through
Friday by group appoint-
ment; Saturdays, 10 a.m.
to dark; Sundays, 1to 6
p.m.

For more information:
www.harvestfarmks.com

Sunny Side Pumpkin
Patch

Where: 6 miles east of
Lindsborg.

What it offers: A 3-acre
and 4-acre maze, horse-
drawn hayrack ride, pump-
kins and more.

Hours: Open daily, 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Open until
10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday.

For more information:
sunnysidepatch.com

Gaeddert and Martisko
Farms

Where: 3 miles east of
Buhler on Dutch Avenue.

What it offers: Corn
maze, hayrack ride to
pumpkin patch, jumping pil-

low, corn cannon and
more.

Hours: Monday through
Thursday and before 6
p.m. Friday, by group reser-
vation only; 6 to 10
p.m. (last admission at
9:30 p.m.) Friday; and 2 to
10 p.m. (last admission at
9:30 p.m.) Saturday and
Sunday.

For more information:
www.kansasmaze.com

Grammy’s
Pumpkin Patch

Where: Quivira Road,
McPherson

What it offers: Pump-
kins, general store, Pump-
kin-Pult, pumpkin train and
more.

Hours: 10 a.m. to dark
Saturdays; 1 p.m. to dark
on Sundays.

For more information:
johnstownfarm.com

Jill Stimatze’s pumpkin
patch

Where: St. John
While Stimatze’s pumpkin

patch is a commercial
business, she does offer
pumpkin picking by reser-
vation only. For more infor-
mation, call her at (620)
549-3841 or (620) 546-
3932.

FACTS ABOUT THE BIGGEST US AIRLINES
Southwest, which is ac-

quiring AirTran, will be the
nation’s fourth-largest carri-
er once the United-Conti-
nental deal closes this
week. Key facts about the
top U.S. airlines:

United-Continental Hold-
ings Inc.

Headquarters: Chicago.
Hubs: Houston, Chicago,

Newark, N.J., Denver, Los
Angeles, San Francisco,
Washington Dulles, Cleve-
land and Tokyo.

Employees: 87,529.
2009 revenue: $28.93

billion.
Destinations: 371.
Fleet: 693 airplanes, plus

regional aircraft.
Daily departures: 5,800

including regional flights.

Delta Air Lines Inc.
Headquarters: Atlanta.
Hubs: Amsterdam, At-

lanta, Cincinnati, Detroit,
Memphis, Minneapolis,
New York, Paris, Salt Lake
City, Tokyo.

Employees: 81,916.
2009 revenue: $28.1 bil-

lion.
Destinations: 369.
Fleet: 733 mainline jets,

plus 225 regional aircraft.
Daily departures: 5,715,

including Delta Connection.

AMR Corp., parent of
American Airlines

Headquarters: Fort
Worth, Texas.

Hubs: Dallas, Chicago, Mi-
ami, Los Angeles and New
York.

Employees: 86,451
2009 revenue: $19.22

billion.
Destinations: 250.
Fleet: 619 mainline air-

craft, plus 266 for regional
affiliate American Eagle.

Daily departures: 3,400.

Southwest Airlines Co.
Headquarters: Dallas.
Hubs: Southwest says it

doesn’t have hubs, but its
key cities include Dallas,
Chicago, Denver, Phoenix
and Baltimore.

Employees: 34,636.
2009 revenue: $11.02

billion.
Fleet: 544 aircraft.
Daily departures: 3,200.

AirTran Holdings Inc., par-
ent of AirTran Airways

Headquarters: Orlando
Hubs: Atlanta, Milwaukee,

Orlando.
Employees: 8,083.
2009 revenue: $2.34 bil-

lion.
Fleet: 138 aircraft.
Daily departures: 686.

Notes: United numbers are
based on the separate
2009 operations of United
and Continental airlines. The
number of workers is expect-
ed to shrink after Continen-
tal closes its Houston
headquarters, and the num-
ber of daily departures is
likely to change as well.
Delta’s fleet included region-
al aircraft on June 30, but
since then it has sold its re-
gional subsidiaries.

– The Associated Press

Airlines
�From Page A1
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